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BUILDING MANAGEMENT AND WORKS — FRAUDULENT STATUTORY DECLARATIONS — 
MINISTERIAL AWARENESS 

604. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I refer to revelations in the other place that the Premier’s government has been aware for almost two years of 
activities involving state government–appointed head contractor builders not paying subcontractors. 

(1) Why did it take almost two years for the Premier’s government to refer these matters to the police? 

(2) Why was no action taken, despite two of the Premier’s ministers, Hon Simon O’Brien and Hon 
Brendon Grylls, and a parliamentary secretary being aware of the problem? 

(3) On what date did the Premier become aware of this problem and why did he not immediately take 
action when he found out? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) I think that question should be addressed to the responsible minister or, indeed, with notice to me. I do 

not have the full details. I became aware of the situation, I would think, probably in the last six weeks or 
so; I cannot be precise about that. When it became evident that some of the actions by contractors may 
well have been fraudulent, and obviously some evidence was to that effect, the department took the 
appropriate action and referred that to the police. I sympathise with those subcontractors. If builders 
fraudulently made state declarations, they will be brought to account for that. While I do not in any way 
resile from the issue, this is a dispute between a builder and a subcontractor. 

Mr P.C. Tinley: BMW knew about it. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I just want to make that point. 

Mr M. McGowan: And you made bad appointments with the head contractor. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes. I just want to make the point that the dispute is between the contractor and the 
subcontractor. 
Mr M. McGowan: So you have no responsibility. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, we do, and that is why the department is looking at it and that is why the department 
has referred cases that it considers may be fraudulent to the police. We take it seriously and we very much 
sympathise with the subcontractors who are out of pocket, but it is a commercial dispute. 
 


	BUILDING MANAGEMENT AND WORKS — FRAUDULENT STATUTORY DECLARATIONS — MINISTERIAL AWARENESS
	604. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier:

